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Next Meeting  October 21, 2019  7:00 PM 

Board Meeting October 7, 2019  7:00 PM 
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    Oct. 21, 2019 Seasons in Yellowstone 

   & Tetons by Barney Koszalka 

    Dec. 16, 2019 Christmas Social and   

   Slide Show 

 

 

        Field Trips     

 Nov. 2, 2019  Cedarock Park  

        PhotoShows 

     Nov. 18, 2019  Flowers/Macro 

1st Place—Mike King 
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The old question, “What makes the leaves change 
color in the fall?” This has been asked and debat-
ed for a long time and there are many reasons. 
Leaves have chlorophyll in them. Chlorophyll is 
normally green in color during the food making 
process for most of the growing season. In the fall 
the leaves stop the process of making food. The 
chlorophyll breaks down and the green color dis-
appears being replaced by yellows, oranges, reds 
and as well as other colors. The variation and in-
tensity of color can be a factor with the coolness 
of temperature, changes in rainfall and amount of 
daylight hours. Trees under stress like a period of 
drought or other environmental issues can cause 
the leaves to turn brown prematurely and drop. 
All that said, we do love our Fall Colors!  As a pho-
tographer, I never tire of walking a trail or driving 
the parkway or simply sitting outdoors in the fall 
to take in Nature’s Beauty and enjoy the palate of 
colors before me.  
Here are some of my favorite places to enjoy the 
fall colors. The Blue Ridge Parkway extending 
along 469 miles of back roads and winding curves 
with overlooks to view fall colors from many ele-
vations. You can travel the Parkway at different 
times of the fall and find the colors change 
through the elevations over many weeks. https://
www.blueridgeparkway.org/ 
If you cannot get away for a day trip, try these at 
places closer to home. Cedarock Park has many 
hiking trials as well as old barns and buildings that 
make great fall backdrops. Wooden fences give 
you that framing for some photos of the horses on 
the property. Walk out to the old rock dam along 
the creek for a time exposure of the waterfall 
against the fall colors. Check out one of the ponds 
to capture some colorful reflections. 
https://www.visitalamance.com/listing/cedarock-
park/151/ 
Alamance County has some enjoyable byways that 

lead you to some pleasurable areas with views of 
colors. Lake Mackintosh both on the Alamance 
County side and Guilford County side can present 
some nice colorful reflections. The Haw River Trail 
can be a nice walk in the fall. Take a drive to the 
southern part of Alamance County to view some 
nice scenery. For those wanting to explore a short 
distance, travel to Hanging Rock State Park or Pilot 
Mountain State Park. https://www.ncparks.gov/ 
No matter if you take a walk in a local park or an 
extended day trip, make sure you carry your cam-
era and plan to stop and capture some images. A 
polarizing filter helps improve the fall colors as 
well as deepens the blue sky. A warming filter can 
also be helpful for a show of color. Take close ups 
of the leaves to show the variable colors and 
shapes. Try getting to your destination early to 
capture the sun rising or wait for that golden hour 
in the evening as the sun is lower and it shows the 
warm hues of color. A fall sunset can be as im-
pressive as the colors of fall. The shorter days and 
cooler temperatures can present nature in differ-
ent ways. You might even catch some early frost 
on those leaves if you are lucky. Get out, enjoy 
and capture some photos. I will be waiting to see 
them! 
Here is an interesting fall color prediction map you 
can use as a guide. 
https://www.thrillist.com/news/nation/fall-foliage
-map-2019-peak-where-leaves-change-color 

 
APC President 
Mking0379@gmail.com 
336-260-0379 
 
 

See some examples on next page 

President’s Comments—October 2019 

Behind the Lens with Mike King 

“What makes the leaves change color?” 

https://www.blueridgeparkway.org/
https://www.blueridgeparkway.org/
https://www.visitalamance.com/listing/cedarock-park/151/
https://www.visitalamance.com/listing/cedarock-park/151/
https://www.ncparks.gov/
https://www.thrillist.com/news/nation/fall-foliage-map-2019-peak-where-leaves-change-color
https://www.thrillist.com/news/nation/fall-foliage-map-2019-peak-where-leaves-change-color
mailto:Mking0379@gmail.com
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NC Arboretum 
Ashville 

Close up 
of leaves 

Lake Mackintosh 
Guilford Co. 

Linville River 

Blue Ridge 
Parkway 

Blue Ridge 
Parkway 

Cloudy Day 

Photography Classes 

At our APC September 16, 2019 meeting there was some discussion regarding taking classes on various 
photography subjects.  Please review the link below and to see if you are interested and possibly the ac-
tual course you would like to take online.    

Over the years I have taken several courses on editing my images. I have also taken courses on using Ado-
be Photoshop CS, Adobe Photoshop Elements and Lightroom. Personally, I STRONGLY prefer the online 
courses. I have just recently discovered that ACC does not have a qualified instructor on campus but they 
do offer several photography related courses. 

If you are interested and have questions, please contact me at 336-270-3194. I’ll be glad to explain what I 
like about these online courses. Otherwise call or email at: 336-506-4301  or 
sally.newman@alamancecc.edu. 

https://www.ed2go.com/alamance/SearchResults.aspx?

CurrPage=1&CategoryId=71&Sort=RELEVANCE&PrevSort=RELEVANCE&SortAsc=True 

Len Barnard   ph.  336-270-3194           

mailto:sally.newman@alamancecc.edu
https://www.ed2go.com/alamance/SearchResults.aspx?CurrPage=1&CategoryId=71&Sort=RELEVANCE&PrevSort=RELEVANCE&SortAsc=True
https://www.ed2go.com/alamance/SearchResults.aspx?CurrPage=1&CategoryId=71&Sort=RELEVANCE&PrevSort=RELEVANCE&SortAsc=True
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Thank you Dean White! 

. . . for critiquing our September PhotoShow featuring the “Haw River Trail”. (See photos on 

front page and page 5) 

 

Dean White began to get interested in photography in his high school years, but he really 

got involved during college, working on the college yearbook staff for two years. Those 

were the film days, and he learned to shoot assignments on campus and to work with de-

veloping black and white in the college yearbook darkroom.  During college, where he mi-

nored in journalism, he also completed the New York Institute of Photography correspond-

ence course. 

Unfortunately, he didn’t do much with photography while he and his wife were raising their 

children (much to his wife’s dismay)! Then, about 15 years ago, he rekindled his interest in 

photography, but this time it meant learning digital. 

Today, he lives in Mebane and has been employed at Wilmore Electronics Company in Hills-

borough for 35 years working in sales and technical support.  

He really enjoys practicing photography in his free time, learning new photographic tech-

niques, and just enjoying all that the digital world has to offer.  

Dean’s favorite web sites for learning photography include www.picturecorrect.com (free 

tips by email), kenrockwell.com (for Nikon users), and www.outdoorphotographer.com. 

Attention Please!! 

 Club tradition is that at our December meeting we have a slide show of members ’ 

photos that were taken in the current year. These 2019 photos can be from club field 

trips, exhibit photos, and daycation/vacation photos. If you have some you would like 

to show, email them to Mike King at Mking0379@gmail.com. About 15 images per 

member will be great. Please get these in by November 1st so your photos can be 

placed in the Christmas slideshow. 

 There will be a Board meeting on October 7 at 7PM in the small meeting room at 

Twins Lakes. All board members are requested to attend. 

http://www.picturecorrect.com
http://kenrockwell.com
http://www.outdoorphotographer.com
mailto:Mking0379@gmail.com
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More PhotoShow Winners 

2nd Place—Herbert House 3rd Place—Dick Schenck 

HM 2—John Reich 

HM 1—Keith O’Leary 

HM 3—Ray Munns 
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 President  Mike King 

 1st & 2nd    V/P  and  Dave Kaplan 
Program Chairs Scott Duvall  

 Secretary  George Siple 

 Treasurer  Nancy Jacobus 

 PhotoShow Committee 
Chair  Keith O'Leary    
Members  Herbert House 

    Gene Lentz 

 Outings/Field Trips Hugh Comfort 

 Publicity Chair  Jayne Tapia 

 Exhibit Chair  Sandra Whitesell 

 Membership Chair Carole Barnard 

 Twin Lakes Rep. Len Barnard  

 Web Master  JP Lavoie 

 Past President  Len Barnard 

 Editor   Ray Munns 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

PLEASE GIVE A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEW CLUB MEMBERS. 

ED AND TERESA HAYNES FROM OAK RIDGE AND TOM 
JAMISON WHO RESIDES IN BURLINGTON ARE NOW ON OUR 
CLUB ROSTER. 

WE ARE PLEASED TO HAVE NEW EXPERIENCED AND TALENTED 
MEMBERS AMONG US AS WE SHARE WITH EACH OTHER, ESPE-
CIALLY IN OUR PHOTOSHOWS. 

ONE MORE FIELD TRIP IS COMING UP, THE CLUB EXHIBIT AT 
THE PARAMOUNT THEATER IS OCTOBER 19 AND SOON THE 
HOLIDAYS WILL BE UPON US.  BE SURE TO SEND YOUR PHO-

TOS OF VACATIONS, STAYCATIONS AND DAYCATIONS TO 
MIKE KING TO INCLUDE IN HIS CHRISTMAS PARTY SHOW. 

ENJOY COOL FALL WEATHER AND GET SOME AUTUMN COLOR 
WHEN YOU GO OUT LEAF PEEPING! 

Carole Barnard, Membership Chair 
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Program October 21st  

Challenges and Enjoyment of Capturing the Seasons 
in Yellowstone and the Tetons 

 

By Barney Koszalka 
 
Summer will soon fade into the Fall, Winter and Spring 
where keeping equipment dry and batteries warm in -24 
degree temps is a priority.  Barney spends a significant 
amount of time in Yellowstone and the Grand Tetons every 
year.  In exploring these iconic places he will bring us to 
both the usual and some unusual places.  He will share his 
knowledge of both working in bear country, where forest 
fires can spring up in hours, and in the cold, where the 
snows of winter can quickly become a white out.  
 
Barney has photographed in Europe, South Africa, Tanza-
nia, Botswana, Namibia and Australia but his favorite place 
remains the US West. In addition to his interest in capturing the forms nature has to offer, he en-
joys underwater photography, as well as documenting events and sports.  He also supports the 
local art community by offering professional studio services with a focus on jewelry, sculpture, 
paintings and folk art.  
 
Barney’s nature work has been featured by the Sierra Club, recognized with numerous Explorer 
designations by Flickr, Member Choice awards in both Landscape and Plant Life by the Carolina 
Nature Photographers Association, named as a finalist in the 2018 by The Comedy Wildlife 
Awards competition and 2018 First Runner Up in Landscapes by the National Association of Na-
ture Photographers. He is also a contributor to CNPA’s Camera in The Wild quarterly magazine. 
His studio art photography has appeared in a variety of advertising venues and craft books. 
 
Barney will take us on a journey through the Grand Tetons and Yellowstone National Park and 
show some of the splendors and challenges of photographing at both of these iconic locations.  
He will use images from his recent fall and winter trips to Yellowstone National Park, as well as 
the backcountry of the Tetons in Wyoming. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Winter’s Sentinels  

      Three Eye’s Right     
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2019 APC Exhibit at the Paramount Theater 
(128 E. Front Street, Burlington, NC) 

October 4th—December 1st 

 

Be sure to come by the Paramount Theater on October 19th, for our reception from 3:00 

until 5:00. We encourage you to bring family and friends to enjoy an afternoon 

of excellent photography, fellowship, and refreshments. Your support will be greatly ap-

preciated.  

 

Drop off date and time...September 30th from 12:00 until 2:00. 

 

Thank you, 
Sandra Whitesell, Exhibit Chairman 
336-584-6091 

Fall 2019 Cedarock Park Field Trip 

Our fall field trip will take place on Saturday, November 2, 2019; and we will be going to a 
nearby location, Cedarock Park, part of the Alamance County Park system. This 500 acre 
park features 6 miles of hiking and equestrian trails, a historical farm restored to the late 
1800's, and a waterfall over an old mill dam, among other recreational facilities. Maps of 
the park, with information about all available facilities, may be found at all of the trail 
heads; be sure to pick one up soon after entering the park. Picnic areas are sprinkled 
around the park so you may wish to bring a lunch with you. Detailed information about 
Cedarock Park may be found online at https://www.alamance-nc.com/recreation/
outdoors/about-cedarock-park/.  

The park is located about 6 miles south of Burlington. Directions will be provided in the 
next newsletter for those without GPS. For questions or comments, contact Hugh Comfort 
(336-350-9241, comfortrh@gmail.com). 
 

Reminder to those who participated in the Haw River Summer 2019 Field Trip 

If you have not yet submitted up to 5 field trip photos (excluding PhotoShow entries) to 

Mike King, please do so ASAP. 

https://www.alamance-nc.com/recreation/outdoors/about-cedarock-park/
https://www.alamance-nc.com/recreation/outdoors/about-cedarock-park/
mailto:comfortrh@gmail.com
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APC Members 

Please copy, email and print Poster as needed to advertise the Exhibit. 



 

Alamance Photography Club Page 10 of 27 October 2019 

For more information visit: 

https://alamanceartisans.com/extravaganza 

Below is a list of the PhotoShow Topics for 2020 
 

JAN:  Curves & Spirals 

MAR:  Black & White 

MAY:  Moving Water 

JUL:  Rust 

SEP:  Park Life (1 or more people doing something in natural or recreational park) 

NOV:  Shadows 

https://alamanceartisans.com/art-extravaganza-2019/
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6 Highly Effective Tips for Fall Photography  
By Charlotte Gibb 

 

 

Autumn is many landscape photographers’ favorite season… and for good reason. It is a 
magical time when entire landscapes transform into stunning displays of vibrant colors. 
The days are shorter, which means more sleep for the photographer, and the Golden Hour 
is longer, which means more opportunities for exploring and creating beautiful photo-
graphs. Fall photography presents some specific challenges though. So, I’ve put together 
these tips and photographs to inspire you as you prepare to get out and make your own 
beautiful Fall foliage pictures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Solitaire”, Oct. 21, 2013, Eastern Sierra, California — Autumn foliage can vary greatly de-
pending on the region and that year’s conditions, so be sure to do your research before you 
plan your trip. Canon 5D Mark II, Canon 24-105 f/4 EF Lens, ISO 100, 105mm, f/18, .5 sec. 
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6 Highly Effective Tips for Fall Photography . . . Continued 

Choose Your Moment 

To ensure that you are at the location of your choice at the right time, it’s a good idea to 
do some research beforehand. To predict exactly when Fall color will peak in any particular 
region is difficult, as it varies from year to year. Seasonal rainfall, winds, drought, and freez-
ing temperatures or early snowfall will impact the date that trees change color and how 
long the leaves remain on the trees. In the Western U.S., such as Colorado or the Eastern 
Sierras in California, color peaks at higher elevations before lower elevations. On the East 
Coast, elevation is not so much of an influence and peak color moves North to South.  

Since color varies from year to year, talk to the locals to find out where the best color is 
that year. State tourism organizations will often have information on peak Fall color. There 
are also Facebook groups that share news about local Autumn color, as well as other web-
based forums. 

There are a plethora of online resources to help you plan the timing of your trip. The 
Weather Channel is a good resource for predictive peak Fall color; The Smoky Mountain 
parks guide has a really cool interactive map; and Discover New England has great infor-
mation about East Coast color. 

Ideally, you should complete your planning well in advance. If you can, get to your chosen 
region ahead of time to scout specific locations and make test compositions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Colors of Zion”, Oct. 31, 2017, Zion National Park, Utah — A polarizing filter helped enrich 
the colors of these Cottonwoods. Using a sturdy tripod ensured a sharp image since this 
was made with a slow shutter speed. Canon 5DsR, Canon 24-70mm f/2.8 lens, ISO 100, 
70mm, f/16, 1/5 sec. 
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6 Highly Effective Tips for Fall Photography . . . Continued 

Essential Gear  

Polarizing filter — Use a polarizing filter to knock down the shiny parts of the leaves and 
deepen the color of the leaves. A polarizing filter can also help to eliminate atmospheric 
haze. 

Tripod — A tripod is essential if you want to be able to photograph in low light situations 
without pushing up the ISO. 

Variety of Lenses — Carry a lens with a wide range of focal lengths. Or better yet, a range 
of lenses for wide angle, telephoto, and macro. 

Weather protection for your gear — Autumn can bring sudden changes in weather. I carry 
a large golf umbrella and an inexpensive plastic rain shield for my camera and lens. Using a 
lens hood (if you don’t already) further helps to protect the front of the lens from snow 
and rain. I also keep a small terrycloth towel in my bag along with a microfiber lens cloth.  

A Word of Advice about Camera Settings 

In photographing Fall foliage, it is worth mentioning some specific camera settings that can 
save you from potentially ruining a good photograph. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Snow in Autumn”, Canadian Rockies, Oct. 2, 2017. The wind was howling, and snow was 
still falling as this Autumn storm moved through the Canadian Rockies. This image was 
made handheld with a fast shutter speed, a polarizing filter, and protection for the camera. 
Canon 5DsR, Canon 100-400mm f/4-5.6 EF II Lens, 800 ISO, 153mm, f/6.3, 1/400 sec. 
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6 Highly Effective Tips for Fall Photography . . . Continued 

Wind is a four-letter word 

The sight and sound of wind blowing through an Aspen grove is perfect for making a video. 
Not so much for still photographs. If there is even a puff of wind, selecting the proper 
shutter speed is critical. Depending on the focal length, you’ll need a shutter speed of at 
least 1/30 sec. to freeze motion. This could be a challenge if the light is low, which means 
you’ll need to push the ISO up until you can expose at the desired shutter speed and f-
stop. 

Watch the red channel 

If your camera supports RGB histogram, be sure to review the red channel in the histo-
gram. Fall foliage from yellow to red is expressed in the red channel of the histogram. A 
composite histogram won’t reveal a clipped red channel, and if the yellows or reds are 
overexposed, precious detail in the leaves will be lost. If your camera doesn’t have the ca-
pability to display multi-channel histograms, then be sure to bracket or make one addition-
al exposure stopped down by one full stop so that you’ll have at least one frame that will 
be exposed properly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I purposely over-exposed this image to demonstrate the importance of reviewing the RGB 
channels in your camera’s histogram. As you can see, the combined histogram (top graph) 
shows a spike to the right of the histogram, which is an indication that this frame is over 
exposed by about one stop. But, by reviewing the red channel, you can see that this expo-
sure is clearly more than just slightly over exposed. The red channel is pushed hard up 
against the right side of the histogram, so a major exposure adjustment would be required 
to correct for the over exposure. 
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6 Highly Effective Tips for Fall Photography . . . Continued 

White balance 
The dominant yellows and reds of autumn foliage can fool the camera into compensating 
and make the Autumn foliage look dull. If you normally set your camera to capture RAW 
images rather than jpeg, using your camera’s auto white balance setting is suitable, be-
cause you can always make adjustments to white balance later in post processing. Howev-
er, if you have set your camera to capture .jpegs, then setting the proper white balance is 
critical, because you cannot fix it in post-processing. Select a white balance that preserves 
the warmth of the colors, such as Daylight, approximately 5200K. Experiment with your 
camera’s white balance setting until you find one that displays the most natural looking 
colors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This image is how my camera set to Auto White Balance recorded the raw file of this scene. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is how the image looks with color balance corrected in post-processing. 
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6 Highly Effective Tips for Fall Photography . . . Continued 

 

 

 

“The Duck Whisperer”, Oct. 18, 2017, Silver Lake, Cali-
fornia. A group of us were photographing a beautiful 
Autumn morning sunrise when a duck swam into our 
vicinity, disturbing the water. Then she stopped to 
preen right in the middle of my composition. With skill-
ful sweet-talking I coaxed her to stand still in the water 
while I made a single long exposure. “Be still, darling! 
Don’t move! You look gorgeous!” Every photo is im-
proved by a duck, right? Canon 5DsR, Canon 16-35mm 
f/2.8 EF II Lens, ISO 100, 24mm, f/16, 1/5 sec. 

Have Fun! 

Invest More In Learning 
(Less on Gear) 

If you’re thinking about spending thousands on new cameras and lenses, think twice. 

People often end up disappointed that their shiny new toys aren’t producing that “wow” 

factor they were expecting. 

You can take stunning photos that you’ll be proud of, even with a modest digital camera 

fitted with its standard zoom lens. But you need to have a solid understanding of the ba-

sics. 

That’s why it is critical to master composition and light, before spending anything on new 

gear. 

http://www.exposureguide.com/
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How to Photograph Waterfalls in Autumn 
By Patricia Davidson 

 

When the end of summer comes with the crisp, fresh morning air, I begin to anticipate 
heading out to photograph waterfalls. There’s just something about the combination of 
vibrant, fall colors and flowing water that really excites me and propels me to the out-
doors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photographing Wahclella Waterfalls, Columbia River Gorge, Oregon 

Taking the time to plan your location, checking weather conditions and bringing the right 
equipment can go a long way to making a successful trip, yielding photos you will be happy 
with. 

Planning your trip 
When I’m planning my fall photography trips, I check the 
weather reports. I also check online resources for area condi-
tions and locations, apps, reference books and maps. A good 
cloud cover, fog or rain, are perfect conditions for shooting 
waterfalls. 

 

 
 

 

 

Lower South Falls, Silver Falls State Park, Oregon 
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How to Photograph Waterfalls in Autumn . . . Continued 

Be prepared 
Wear the proper clothing. I like wearing layers, as autumn weather can be unpredictable. 
Your footwear is equally important. Good traction is necessary to prevent slipping on wet, 
mossy rocks. Some photographers wear hip waders so that they can get into the water. 

Equipment 

Below is a list of things I like to bring when I venture out to photograph waterfalls: 

 Sturdy Tripod – Wind and flowing water can add to vibration for your camera. Often I 
use long exposure to get different effects on the water. A tripod is a must. 

 Rain Sleeve / Umbrella – Protect your camera with a good rain sleeve. An umbrella can 
also be useful. 

 Lens Cloths – Bring plenty of good absorbing lens cloths for wiping mist or rain from 
your lens. 

 Shutter Release Cable – Helps to prevent vibration when pressing the shutter button. If 
you don’t have one, set your camera timer to 2 seconds. 

 Circular Polarizing Filter – Use of this filter will cut out glare on water and enhance the 

foliage and surrounding scene to bring out some vibrancy. 

 Neutral Density Filter – A ND filter will cut the 
amount of light and allow you to achieve long 
exposure. I like the silky effect on the water 
combined with long exposure techniques. I 
often stack my ND filter with my Circular Polar-
izing Filter. You should experiment to your per-
sonal tastes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn waterfall photography 
Starvation Creek, Oregon 



 

Alamance Photography Club Page 19 of 27 October 2019 

How to Photograph Waterfalls in Autumn . . . Continued 

Composition 

Take your time choosing your compositions. Often water levels in creeks or streams are 
low in the fall. That waterfall may be only a trickle so you’ll need to get creative when 
choosing your composition. It’s a perfect time to get right into the water and get down low 
to focus in on areas of interests. This can be fun! 

 Set your camera to Live View. Looking through the LCD screen can make it easier to 
set up compositions. 

 Shoot vertical and horizontal. You never know, you might need a vertical in the future 
for a magazine cover! 

 Look for fall colors to include in your picture. Placement of colorful leaves on rocks in 
the foreground for example can make for a more pleasing picture. 

 Experience with different lenses. I will most often use a wide-angle lens. I do however 

love to try out my zoom lens for framing a tighter scene or focusing in on details. 

 Look for patterns. Patterns and shapes in nature can make for unique compositions.  

 Classic S-Curve. Framing an s-curve in your scene can make for a more compelling pho-
to. With a flowing stream in the foreground, it can lead your eye right to the main 
attraction, the waterfall. 

 Exposure. Be careful that you don’t overexpose the highlights. Overexposure of the 
highlights will remove details in your flowing water. 

 Moving foliage. Watch for moving leaves. There will most likely be blurred areas in your 
picture if you aren’t careful. Use a faster shutter speed for one image and then combine 
later in post processing with your long exposure shot. 

 
I hope these tips will help you make 
the most of your time. Most im-
portantly, I hope you enjoy your time 
shooting autumn waterfalls! 
 

Photographing Wahclella Waterfalls, 
Columbia River Gorge, Oregon 
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7 Tips for Stunning Black and White Photography 

(Comprehensive Guide) 

By Jaymes Dempsey 

How do you achieve stunning black and white photography? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Black and white photography is one of the most intimidating genres out there, mostly be-

cause it’s associated with lots of established names, as well as the “fine art photography” 

label. 

But here’s the thing: 

Black and white photography isn’t actually difficult. In fact, it’s just like any other genre of 

photography: There are a few tips and tricks that, once you apply them to your shooting 

process, will instantly improve your black and white photos.  

And that’s what this article is all about. I’m going to share with you seven tips for stunning 

black and white photography. And you’ll come away with the ability to take masterful 

black and white photos wherever you go. 

Sound good? Let’s dive right in. 
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7 Tips for Stunning Black and White Photography . . . Continued 

1. Shoot in high-contrast light for the most impactful photos 

Here is the number one thing you need to remember about black and white photography: 

It’s all about the contrast. 

In fact, if that’s all you take away from this article, then you’ll have profited enormously, 
because contrast is the lifeblood of black and white photography. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Now, there are a number of ways to create contrast in your photos. And I’ll explore these 
different techniques below. 

So let’s start at the very beginning, with light. 

If you can’t make the light work for you, your black and white photos are just going to look 
like a muddy mess. Instead, you need to recognize the type of light you’re working with, 
and you need to try to use that light to achieve as much contrast as possible.  

The best light for black and white photography is (no surprise!) high-contrast light. More 
specifically, light on sunny days. 

If you’ve explored other genres of photography, you’ll know that light on sunny days is 
harsh, it’s unpleasant, and it just doesn’t look good. 

Unless you’re a black and white photographer. 
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7 Tips for Stunning Black and White Photography . . . Continued 

Because bright, sunny light enhances 

dark tones and creates intense light 

tones. This looks amazing in black and 

white photos, and it’ll really take your 

black and white images to the next lev-

el. 

If you want to do some shooting but 

end up with softer golden tones from 

later in the afternoon or early in the 

morning, you can try using heavy back-

lighting to create additional contrast. 

2. Find contrast-heavy tones and put them together 

You already know about the importance of contrast in black and white photography. And 

you know about the importance of using contrast-heavy light. 

But even once you’ve got the best light, you still have to make sure that the tones of your 

photo lend themselves to the overall black and white look. 
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7 Tips for Stunning Black and White Photography . . . Continued 

Now, the best black and white tones are 

very dark and very light. For instance, a 

great black and white might include a 

white sky and a dark house, or a bright 

character standing in front of a black build-

ing. 

So when you’re out and about, look for 

tones that contrast. Try not to think in 

terms of colors, because the colors will just 

distract you. Instead, think about the relative brightness of tones. 

And look for blacks and whites that go together. 

Once you’ve found them, however, you’re going to need to follow a piece of compositional 

advice: 

3. Simplify your black and white photos as much as possible 

All photography, for the most part, benefits from a simple composition.  

However, black and white images benefit from a 

simple composition the most. This is because black 

and white photography is meant to be simple. It 

has no complex colors. No chaotic color-contrasts. 

Instead, it’s just…black and white. 

So whenever you go to take your black and white 

shots, stop and think. Consider whether there are 

ways to simplify the shot. 

Could you remove something distracting in the 

background? Could you use a wide aperture to 

make the background blur more? Could you 

change your angle so as to create a more non-

distracting option? 

Do anything you can to make your shot simple. 

Simpler is better, all else being equal. 
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4. Try to capture raw emotion for compelling black and white photography 

Here’s one of the great things about black and white photography:  

It’s a genre that loves to capture emotion. 

The smile of a person on the street. The laugh of a person crossing the road. The frown of 

a sad child. 

These are all very photographable mo-

ments, moments that you shouldn’t 

miss out on. And black and white is the 

perfect way to record it. 

In fact, I recommend you try to capture 

emotion with black and white photog-

raphy. The somber look of a high-

contrast black and white will take emo-

tion and make it even more powerful in 

a photo. It might even give you a three-

dimensional effect. 

5. Use minimalism to make your compositions stand out 

Minimalism is a compositional technique that emphasizes intense simplicity. And not the 

simplicity as I explained above, but a true, deep simplicity – one that’s built into the com-

position. 

Let me explain: 

Minimalism uses lots of white space to 

draw attention to your main subject. 

White space is just empty space in a 

photo. (It doesn’t have to be white – it 

can just as easily be gray or black, as 

long as there’s nothing going on in that 

part of the image). 

This is a minimalistic photo: 
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Minimalistic photography uses the weight of negative space to emphasize your subject. So 

you don’t have to be afraid of photos that are extremely minimalistic. And they’re pretty 

easy to pull off. 

To create minimalist black and white pho-

tos, I recommend you find a background 

that’s smooth and pure, such as a white 

sky. Then place your main subject small in 

the frame, along one of the rule of thirds 

power points (or even just above or below 

the power point). 

If all goes according to plan, then you 

should have a beautiful minimalistic photo! 

Don’t be afraid to play with the placement of your subject. 

6. Shoot against the sky to achieve a silhouetted look 

In the previous tip, I mentioned that a white sky makes for a nice minimalistic background.  

And it’s true. A bright white sky can be used in a black and white photo to emphasize a 

darker subject, which is exactly what you want to do! When the sky’s especially bright, you 

might even produce a partial silhouette, where the main subject has no detail but stands 

out against a white background. 

So here’s how it works: 

Find the main subject. It 

can be any color, but 

darker tones work best. 
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Then get down low, so that the main subject is framed by 

the sky. If you’re shooting on a cloudy day, you’ll have 

plenty of bright light behind your subject (even if it 

doesn’t seem like it). If you’re shooting on a sunny day, a 

bright part of a blue sky should do the trick. 

Experiment with different possible angles, while making 

sure that your main subject doesn’t overlap with any-

thing around it or behind it. 

Then experiment with different exposures. Take a few 

shots that are drastically underexposed, a few shots that 

are nicely exposed for the subject, and a few shots that 

are overexposed. 

Eventually, you’ll find a technique you’ll like! 

7. Shoot in color, then use post-processing to convert your photos 

I’ve been talking all about capturing amazing black and white photos in-camera. 

But a big part of the black and white photography process is the post-processing. After all, 

this is where you should be converting your 

color images to black and white shots! 

When you first open your photos in an ed-

iting program, they may look bland. They 

might even look a little bad. 

But don’t worry. Because here’s what you do: 

First, you drop the saturation all the way 

down, until it’s completely gone. This should 

give you a photo that’s full of grays. 

Then you lift the contrast so that contrast shines through, and makes the photo pop off the 

page. 

I also recommend boosting the whites and lowering the shadows. This will add further 

contrast to the photo. It also ensures a greater tonal range overall, which looks quite good! 
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Conclusion 

If you’re looking to create stunning black and white photography, then you’ve come to the 
right place. 

You hopefully now know all about black and white photography. 

All that’s left… 

…is to get out and start doing some shooting of your own. Amazing photos await!  

 

Rm 

Learn to use the Exposure Triangle 

To get your photos looking their best, you need to master the three basics: Aperture, Shutter Speed and 
ISO. 

You also need to understand the relation-
ships between these three controls. When 
you adjust one of them, you would usually 
have to consider at least one of the others, 
to get the desired results. 

Using Auto Mode takes care of these con-
trols, but you pay the price of not getting 
your photos to look the way you wanted 
them, and often disappointing. 

http://www.exposureguide.com/

