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Next Meeting   April 18,  2016   7:00 PM 

Board Meeting   10:00 AM  Terrace  Restaurant  

      April 4,  2016 Sun Room  

PhotoShow 

     May 16, 2016 Cityscapes/Architecture  

     July 18, 2016 Same Scene 

     Sept. 19, 2016 Flowers-only one Macro 

     Nov. 21, 2016 Fall Leaves  

 

 

Programs 

     April 18, 2016 Willie Howard 

     June 20, 2016 To Be Announced 

August 15, 2016 Kimberly Walker 

October 17, 2016  DVD Tutorial  

Dec. 19, 2016 Christmas Social/Slide Show 

Field Trips 

     April 2, 2016 Old Salem 

      

APC ACTIVITIES 

Photo by Nancy Jacobus 

http://www.alamancephoto.com/
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Are you getting into the Spring Fever with 

the nice weather outside?  To be honest 

now as I write this the weather has lost the 

Spring time feeling!    

Regardless, I have Spring on my mind.  I 

have my copy of Bob Finley’s suggested 

photography locations  that was in our Feb-

ruary Newsletter.  Bob has given us some 

great locations for our personal photog-

raphy trips.  In fact I am in the process of 

selecting or identifying dates over the next 

few months to ensure that I can get them 

on my schedule.  I DO NOT WANT TO JUST 

WAIT AND HOPE THAT I CAN GET IT  ON 

MY SCHEDULE.  Once I get it on the calen-

dar and it is a firm item for Carole and me, 

then we work  our other events around that 

photo schedule! 

These are not the only photography outings 

I am planning for 2016 that are in addition 

to our APC outings organized by Anne 

Molnar and Hugh Comfort.  Just recently I 

found a day that I was free and Carole al-

ready had commitment  for the day.  Re-

member I am not a native of Alamance 

County, so my knowledge of the area is very 

limited.  On this day I just decided I would 

go South — I had no destination in mind.  

As I drove, if I saw a road that looked inter-

esting, I would take it with no knowledge of 

the final destination. This is the type of 

rambling I have done for years.  The results 

have been great — a few great photos and 

an experience of seeing and meeting peo-

ple from all walks of life.   

As a side note — when lunch time arrives 

and the sun has risen too high for great 

photos, my stomach tells me it wants some 

food!!  As a result, I have stumbled across 

some interesting out of the way restaurants 

and some great people! 

One problem I have that you more than 

likely would not have — how do I get 

HOME??  All I can say is thank goodness for 

a GPS!! 

Now if any of you would like to join me on 

one of these rambling days please let me 

know and we will  go for it!!!! 

 

Len  Barnard 

APC President        

President’s  Comments — April 2016   
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2016 Program Responsibility  

April  18  George Johnson    June  20  David Long 

August  15  Herbert House   October  17  Len Barnard 

December  19 Len Barnard 

 

For 2016 we are trying a new approach as to  how we obtain programs for our meetings. 

We are asking individuals to step up, select a month and be responsible for doing or find-

ing someone to do a program on the subject of your choosing. For our Publicity we will  

need a short article written and given to the Publicity Chair about the program.  

 

April 18, 2016 Program  
Program Committee Host—George Johnson 
 
Willie Howard will be the presenter for the April 2016 meeting of the Alamance Photography Club.  Originally 

he was scheduled for February 15 but the weather cancelled our meeting. Willie has over 35 years experi-

ence as a professional photographer specializing in weddings, event photography, and portraiture.  He began 

his photography career with a 35 millimeter Pentax with a 55 mm lens and a Honeywell Flash Unit.  As he 

gained experience he grew beyond the 35 millimeter format and acquired medium format systems including 

a twin lens Yashica and several Mamiya 645  format cameras.  Willie has shot over 500 weddings and his 

presentation will include tips on lighting, equipment needs, exposure, and comparing and contrasting his 

work in film vs digital media.  Willie has an interesting story on what attracted him to photography and why 

he specialized in weddings and portraiture. (topic of a future newsletter) 

 

Willie completed his Bachelor of Science degree in Electronics Engineering Technology from Tuskegee Uni-

versity with a strong emphasis in Computer Science.  He has a certification in project management, has com-

pleted technology manager training and is an experienced Business Development Program Manager.  Exam-

ples of Willie's work experience include:  Missile guidance and pre-launch simulations, post flight mission 

analysis, network sight surveys, program management of medium to large DOD programs, technical data im-

age conversion, and personnel management. 

 

We anticipate an enjoyable and informative evening with Willie. 
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If you have a suggestion about a possible location for a future outing, 
please tell Anne Molnar or Hugh Comfort, be it near or far! They would 

love to hear from you!! 

Out & About 2016 

April 2, 2016 Old Salem Museum & Gardens  

Old Salem’s restored & reconstructed buildings present visitors with a view 

of Moravian life in the 18th & 19th centuries. The museum is approximately 

an hour from Burlington. The Visitor Center opens at 9am. Exhibit buildings 

(admission ticket required) open at 9:30. Shops (no ticket required) open at 

10am. Carpooling from Twin Lakes will be available. Departure time is 8am. 

The museum website for additional info is: http://www.oldsalem.org/  

For those who would like to enjoy lunch together, we could meet at the Mid-
town Café & Dessertery. It is approximately 3 miles west of Old Salem. 
Their website is http://www.midtowncafews.com 

In addition to visiting Old Salem, we have the option of visiting the Reynolda 
House Museum. Currently their featured exhibit is of Ansel Adams: Eloquent 
Light. Admission to the museum is $14.00. Admission for military personnel 
with ID is free. reynolda@reynoldahouse.org 

If you attend the outing, please send 5-10 images to Len at: len-
carole56@gmail.com within 60 days after the outing. The images will not 
need to be renamed or resized. However, there should be a minimum of 1920 
pixels on the long side.   

Please contact me at annemmolnar@yahoo.com if you have any questions. 

Anne Molnar, Chair 

Hugh Comfort, Co-Chair 

http://www.oldsalem.org/
http://www.midtowncafews.com
mailto:lencarole56@gmail.com
mailto:lencarole56@gmail.com
mailto:annemmolnar@yahoo.com
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MEMBERSHIP MUSINGS 

BY:  Carole 

Hello fellow shutterbugs!  We are now in our Spring season with welcoming bursts of color everywhere 

which attracts us to grab our camera and head out for some interesting photos. Our first outing is coming up 

and we have a good many members signed up to go to Old Salem on April 2.  This promises to be a great 

place for photo ops. 

This month, we are pleased to welcome new members Karen Lewis and David Andes, Berkley Hocker, 

granddaughter of Sam Lynch, Aubrey Riley and her grandfather, Jim Buckhead.  Berkley and Aubrey are 

twelve years old and have a budding interest in photography.  We pledge that we will nurture that interest 

and watch them blossom in their skill level and talent.  

Tracy Harbour had an outstanding work shop on March 26 with 16 members and two guests in attendance.  
The explicit details of how to use your camera was explained and many questions answered.  This is just the 

first of more workshops that Tracy has planned for the club.  This year is so full of exciting new experiences 

for us to enjoy so fasten your seatbelts and hang on! 

Photos at Workshop 
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BIRDS IN FLIGHT 

at Jordan Lake, NC 

 

On March 1st and March 8th Ray Munns and I went to the tailrace below the dam at Jordan Lake.  It’s only 

about an hour from Burlington.  We’d hoped to get photos of birds in flight, specifically eagles.  We did get 

photos, but not of eagles.  The Army Corps of Engineers representative who works there said that the amount 

of water being discharged below the dam directly affects the number of birds who fish there.  He said that 

when the discharge is at least 1,500 cfs (cubic feet per second), the fish seem to be semi-stunned and are easy 

prey to the birds.  On March 1st, the discharge was about 8,000 cfs and the birds were, indeed, there in force.  

There were about 100 seagulls, half-a-dozen great blue herons, about 50 cormorants and a few osprey.  We 

both got good BIF photos.  I quickly learned that seagulls are thieves and bullies.  On March 8 th, with no recent 

rain, the discharge was about 300 cfs.  The gulls were gone, the herons were cautious, the number of cormo-

rants was reduced.  But we got some pretty good photos of ospreys successfully hunting. 

 

If you want to try BIF photography, I recommend a two-step process: first, go on-line to the Army website 

http://epec.saw.usace.army.mil/bejrept.txt.  Look at the third column from the far right labeled “Total outflow 

CFS”.  If the number is 1,500 or higher, go to http://www.ustream.tv/jordanlakeeagles.  That’s the live, stream-

ing webcam on a post next to the water.  Check whether you see any birds, especially white/gray seagulls pa-

trolling up and down the river.  If you do, the fishing is good and you’re good to go.  If the water discharge is 

low, you probably won’t see a lot of birds, but there will still be some.  And, if you get lucky, you might see an 

American Bald Eagle.  A word of caution: there’s a mowed strip of land along the river bank between the 

parking lot and a line of trees downriver.  Don’t go more than half-way to the trees or you risk scaring off the 

eagles. 

 

There’s no charge.  If you like fishing, there’s a catwalk next to the water just below the discharge pipes that’s 

very attractive to fishermen. 

Good hunting! 

Bob Finley 

http://epec.saw.usace.army.mil/bejrept.txt
http://www.ustream.tv/jordanlakeeagles
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PhotoShow Selections for the O’Henry Magazine 

Photo by 

Gary Gorby 

Photo by 

Bob Finley 

Photo by JP Lavoie 
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Photo by 

Mike King 

Photo by Sandra King 

Photo by Ray Munns 

More for O’Henry 

Magazine 
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May 16 PhotoShow: Cityscapes/Architecture 
Herbert House, PhotoShow Chair 

May PhotoShow Photographs are Due at 9AM on Monday, May 9, 2016 

Photos will be critiqued by Samantha DiRosa, Associate Professor of Art and Environmen-
tal Studies at Elon University. At least 1 photo should contain a person or people. Follow 
the format indicated below. Let me know ahead (apcphotoshow@gmail.com) if you are hav-
ing issues or need added time or assistance with reformatting your photographs. 

PLEASE PUT THE  MONTH and YOUR INITIALS in the SUBJECT LINE of your 
email (Example: March HWH) 

 
TWO (2) entries per member  

File format: ORIGINAL SIZE in jpeg and color sRGB format  

Give your image a file name in the following format: first name_last name_# _meeting 
date where # is either #1 or #2 of the photos you are submitting. 
Example: Ann_Jones_1_5-16-16  

Resolution: 300 pixels/inch 

Entry deadline: 9AM on Monday, May 9, 2016 

Email Photographs and questions to: apcphotoshow@gmail.com 

Special Request  

To assist whoever does  the Christmas Slide Show  this year, please be proactive 

and timely in submitting your Photos to them.  The major work by the Slide Show 

Producer is done during  the stressful part of the Holiday Season. 

So get your photos to the Producer early if possible!!  

Wanted: Educational Newsletter Material 

A key reason for the Alamance Photography Club Newsletter is for educational purposes. 

Input from members will be appreciated. Photo oriented educational websites and mini 

tutorials will be useful in the newsletter. Also, photos you have taken using specific cam-

era settings, composition, lighting, etc. with a description of your special “formula” to 

achieve the results you desired should be interesting. Please send such information to:  

raymunns@bellsouth.net. Thanks! 

mailto:apcphotoshow@gmail.com
mailto:apcphotoshow@gmail.com
mailto:raymunns@bellsouth.net
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 President  Len Barnard 

 V/P & Programs Howard Clarke 

 Secretary  Carole  Barnard 

 Treasurer  Nancy Jacobus 

 PhotoShow Chair  
Chair  Herbert House 
Co-Chair  JP Lavoie 

 Outings/Field Trips  
Chair  Anne Molnar  
Co-Chair  Hugh Comfort 

 

 Workshop Chair Tracy Harbour 

 Publicity Chair  George  Johnson 

 Exhibit Chair  Sandra Whitesell 

 Editor   Ray Munns 

 Membership Chair Carole Barnard 

 Twin Lakes Rep. Len  Barnard  

 Web Master  Jennifer Arrington 

 Past President  David Long  

 

Current APC President Leonard Barnard presents a certificate of recognition 

and appreciation to past (2014-2015) APC President and Vice President David 

Long for his leadership, dedication, and hard work for the Alamance Photog-

raphy Club. (Photo by Randy Piland) 
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A Quick Guide to Bird Photography 
The Matt McRay Method of Bird Photography 

 

Birds. They don't pose, they perch. Mostly they eat. Then they look for more to eat. They fly some, too. 

All of the above is from a photographer's perspective. Ornithologists will tell you a different tale, but here 

at Nikon Learn & Explore we have Matt McRay to talk about getting photos of members of the feathered 

community. 

Matt's images of birds appear to be rather casual, as if it were simply a matter of see the bird, photograph 

the bird. And in truth, some of his photos happen that way. But the majority are the result of knowledge of 

bird behavior and the planning and preparation that takes full advantage of that knowledge. 

Here's what we learned from The Matt McRay Method of Bird Photography: 

 

 The Welcome Mat is Out 
A satisfying way to start bird photography is simply to invite your subjects to come to you, and you do that 

by putting up bird feeders. Early on, Matt shot most of his bird photos from inside his house, so he posi-

tioned his feeders with his position in mind. "I set them so I could photograph toward four feeders from 

one window," he says. The feeders are, he adds, "properly lit by the afternoon sun." He also made sure the 

feeders were accessible to the birds only from the side from which he'd be shooting. And he offered birds 

more than feeders—for example, he planted Rose of Sharon and hibiscus, "and every year I know there 

will be Ruby-throated Hummingbirds feeding in front of those plants. And I planted one of them in a spot 

that gave me the proper lighting angle in the afternoon." 

 

 Make Yourself at Home 
"You need to provide an environment in which the birds are comfortable and safe," Matt says. "I've built a 

couple of bird feeders and modified some others with roofs so that when there's foul weather the birds will 

have shelter as they feed, and the birds' food will be protected; if bird food gets wet, it turns moldy within 

three days. Some of the feeders have Plexiglas barriers forming cubicles for the birds." He's also squirrel-

proofed all the feeders with domes at the top or inverted domes fixed to the bottoms. "An important thing 

in making the yard bird friendly is to be sure you keep food out all the time," Matt says, "though less in 

summer, when they don't need as much." 

 

Steps Beyond 
Matt lives in a wooded area of Maine, so there are steps he can take that might be beyond most bird pho-

tographers. For instance, he built on his property a running-water pond that signals to birds that water is 

always available. And he keeps an eye out for small fallen trees or tree limbs that have been on the ground 

for a while. "Inside the decayed tree could be bugs," he says, "and birds will be attracted—woodpeckers 

especially." He can easily drag these trees or limbs into position for his photography. "The key is to get a 

limb that has perches that will be friendly to birds." 
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A Quick Guide to Bird Photography .  .  . cont. 

 

Fact Finding 
It's important do a little research to find out what's going on with the birds in your backyard, your neigh-

borhood and your area. Information is plentiful and easily found. "There are various smartphone apps 

that'll tell you where the birds are," Matt says. "Sightings are reported, bird call sounds are given." There 

are also guidebooks and the Audubon Society's website. "What's particularly cool for a bird photographer," 

Matt adds, "is not so much knowing what birds are seen in the area, but knowing those that are seen rarely. 

I like to get those in my yard. Here we don't get a lot of Baltimore Orioles, but come June 1st I start putting 

out orange halves near the bird feeders. If there are Orioles passing through the area on their migration pat-

tern, they'll find those oranges."   

 
Out of the Backyard 
"There's something special about getting photographs of an osprey diving toward water, then pulling out a 

fish," Matt says. Because there are suitable spots 15 minutes to an hour from his house, he has lots of op-

portunities to get those pictures. "In one particular spot at a nearby river I've learned that fish are there 

more often at low tide, so that's when I go there to photograph the osprey coming in for the fish." Nearby 

there is also a pair of bald eagles who are year-round residents. "They are always around," Matt says, 

"though I don't always see them." Which brings him to an important point no matter if you're in your back-

yard or out exploring: "Most people have been looking at birds for years, but always at eye level or even a 

bit down, and if you keep doing that you're going to miss the big birds. So I started looking up and every 

week I'll see a bald eagle or gulls that shouldn't be 20 miles inland from the coast; or I'll spot turkey vul-

tures. If you want the hawks, the ospreys, the eagles, you've got to first determine where they are and then 

be willing to put in the time at that location, looking in the right direction." No river near you? What about 

parks, wildlife preserves, marshlands, sanctuaries, gardens and arboretums? "Split your time," Matt sug-

gests. "Half the time going to the spots you know and half seeking out new spots." 

 
You can see lots more of Matt's bird photography at his Flickr page and Facebook page. 

©2016 Nikon Inc. 

Photo by 

Gary Gorby 

http://www.audubon.org/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/theplowman/
https://www.facebook.com/NyMattPhotography?ref_type=bookmark,
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If It’s Not Sharp, Nothing Else Matters 

At our most recent PhotoShow we had an outstanding professional, Randy Piland, do our critiquing. One 

thing he emphasized was having sharp photos. There are a number of things to consider that will help get 

sharper photos. 

SHOOT LIKE A SHARP-SHOOTER - Anyone who has ever shot a gun or bow and arrow knows that the key 

to shooting well is finding a firm shooting foundation. Not surprisingly, photographers should use the 

same advice. Stabilize yourself against a bench, using a monopod, or standing in the most stable posi-

tions. Consider whether your photography posture is solid, think about it and decide how to improve your 

stability. If you don’t regularly use a tripod, try it! 

DON’T ZOOM TO THE EXTREMES - Almost all lenses are sharper somewhere between the extremes of the 

zoom range. For example, if you shoot a 75-300mm lens, you will get sharper photos at 280mm than 

300mm. A 70-200mm lens will be sharper at 135mm than at 70mm or 200mm. This is especially im-

portant if you are shooting a less expensive zoom lens or a kit lens. 

DETERMINE YOUR SHARPEST APERTURES - Many photographers learn that the sharpest aperture on 

many lenses is f/7.1 or f/8, but it totally depends on the lens. That is a good general rule, but not 100% 

true.  Just take a few minutes to lock your lens on a tripod and shoot a subject at all aperture levels to see 

what aperture is sharpest. For example, if you are a landscape photographer, you may have noticed that 

many wide-angle lenses are significantly sharper at slightly higher apertures, because they are made that 

way. 

To test sharpness, make sure to shoot from a distance that you commonly shoot that lens, shoot in 

lighting conditions similar to what you will shoot in the field, and do common-sense things like shoot on a 

tripod with a cable release and mirror lock-up. 

DO YOUR OUTPUT SHARPENING LAST - Unfortunately, many photographers use the sharpness slider in 

photo editing software (Photoshop, Lightroom, etc.) first thing. Sharpening should be the last step in the 

editing process and is determined by the end use of the photo. Web photos need less sharpening than do 

prints. Likewise, matte paper prints need more sharpening than glossy prints. 

STOP MASHING YOUR SHUTTER BUTTON - Mashing the shutter button will torque the camera at the criti-

cal moment when the photo is recording the scene. The proper way to press a shutter button is to simply 

roll your finger across the button. 
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PICK UP THE MANUAL FOR YOUR LENS - The lens manual will tell you whether or not to use image stabili-

zation when the camera is on a tripod. Some lenses should have vibration reduction ON when using a tri-

pod, and other lenses should have image stabilization turned off when on a tripod. Check the lens manu-

al. 

DECREASE YOUR ISO - Photographers know that increasing your ISO increases the noise in the photo, but 

their knowledge usually stops there. Increasing the ISO dramatically reduces the visible detail in the pho-

to. When you’re in a situation where you have to increase your ISO beyond where you’re comfortable, 

consider adding flash or moving to an area with better lighting to produce a sharper shot. 

KNOW YOUR FOCUS -  

#1. Decide if you are shooting an action photo or a photo with a stationary subject. If you ’re shooting 

a moving subject, choose continuous focus (AI servo on Canon or AF-C on Nikon). If you’re shooting a 

stationary subject like a landscape or a person standing mostly still, choose AF-S on a Nikon or Single 

Servo on a Canon. 

#2. Always choose the focus point yourself. Don’t let the camera decide. Get used to moving the focus 

point with the four-way selector on the back of your camera. If you’re shooting a portrait, ALWAYS 

place the focus on the eye of the person closest to the camera. On the nose or face or body of the 

person is not good enough. Always focus on the eye. If you’re shooting a landscape, generally focus 

one-third up from the bottom of the frame, but if you have a strong foreground element, you may 

want to focus closer. 

#3. Once you’ve focused, be extremely careful not to sway forward or backward at all. When shooting 

with a fast lens at a wide f-stop, even a slight movement will move the focus before the shot. 

#4. Be sure not to focus too close to the lens. Each lens has a close focus distance, and the camera 

manufacturers like to push the envelope with this distance. Back up a little bit from the closest you 

can be to the subject and you’ll always improve the result. 

UPGRADE YOUR SHUTTER BUTTON - Less expensive cameras come with either a metal or plastic shutter 

button. It does the job just fine, but it encourages the poor habit of “clicking” or “mashing” the shutter 

button. More expensive cameras like the 5D Mark III, Nikon D810, etc., have squishy shutter buttons with 

a rubber coating on top so that the press of the button does not vibrate the camera as much. For only a 

few dollars, you can pick up a rubber pad to fit over your shutter button which will solve this problem and 

upgrade your shutter button for you. 

If It’s Not Sharp, Nothing Else Matters  .  .  .  cont. 

Rm 


